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Greenwood Forest Children’s Center Current Guidelines for Reopening  

School Year 2020-2021 

 

GFCC has developed the following guidelines for reopening in collaboration with the GFCC COVID staff team 

(consisting of 4 teachers in varying age levels and myself), the GFCC Committee, the GFBC senior pastor, and the 

GFBC board of deacons. This plan was developed using the “ChildCare Strong NC Public Health Toolkit” from the 

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) and guidelines from the CDC, the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, and Child Care Services Association. 

While things will look different than past years, the purpose and philosophy of GFCC is the same.  We are here to 

provide your child with an opportunity to learn and grow socially, emotionally, and intellectually.  Preschoolers are 

by nature social beings.  The function of a preschool is to teach children about personal space, accepted behaviors 

in a group setting, accepting each other’s likenesses and differences, reading facial expressions and body language, 

learning self-control, and learning vocabulary and letter formations. These are imbedded in our plan along with the 

federal and state recommendations. 

Here is how school at GFCC will look this year: 

Parent Communication 

 Teachers and the Office will continue sending Monthly Calendars of events and Newsletters. 

 Classroom and GFCC school wide Remind notices will continue. 

 GFCC website information on the “News and Events” tab is updated often. 

 GFCC Facebook and Instagram notices are updated frequently. 

 Federal and state guidelines restrict parents, visitors and volunteers from entering the building during 

school hours to provide a safe environment of social distancing in the halls, classrooms, and office. 

 Parents should drop children off at the GFCC entrance, where a COVID screening can be conducted.   

 Doors will be locked after carpools.  Door codes will not be distributed to parents this year.  The church 

office doors will also be locked; please do not try and access the building through these doors. 

 

School Calendar 

 The GFCC 2020-2021 Calendar has many things eliminated to avoid large group gatherings and comply with 

recommendations.  These include Halloween Parade, Open House, Meet the Teacher, Tissues and Tea with 

Sandy, Family Fun Night, the 3’s Parent Love Brunch, the 4’s Parent Art Show, and TK Graduation Exercises.  

 Classes will begin with a staggered entry.  The extra days added will assure that social distancing is at its 

best.   

 

Face Coverings 

 Teachers will be required to wear cloth face coverings, which the school will provide.   

 Cloth face coverings are recommended for children 2 and older while inside. The CDC recommends “all 

people 2 years of age and older wear a cloth face covering in public settings and when around people who 

don’t live in your household, especially when other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain.” 

 Children must come from carpool wearing a face covering for the day and an extra face covering should be 

provided to the teacher to store in the classroom. If a child comes to school without a face covering, they 

will be provided one by the office. Parents should be working with children to build face covering tolerance; 

teachers will reinforce the practice of face covering wearing. 

 Anyone entering the building is required to wear a cloth face covering. 
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Screenings 

 Teachers will be screened each morning upon arrival.  

 Teachers will be asked to have a COVID test before school begins.  

 Each person entering the building will be screened.   

 Each person will be asked a series of questions about COVID symptoms and exposures. 

 Signage will be posted on entrances and halls per federal and state recommendations.   

 At morning carpool, each child will be screened before exiting their car. Temperatures will be taken and 

recorded. If the child has a temperature of 100.4 or higher, the child will not be allowed to attend school 

until they are fever free, without medication, for at least 24 hours. 

 

Monitoring Symptoms 

Symptoms of COVID are: 

 Fever of 100.4 or higher. 

 Chills 

 Shortness of breath of difficulty breathing 

 Fatigue 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headache 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 

If a child comes to the office with any of the above symptoms, they, and any siblings, will be given a face covering 

and restricted to the office until parents pick them up as well as their siblings. 

Parents are responsible for picking up a sick child as soon as possible. 
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Returning to GFCC 

 If a staff member, child or parent has been determined to be in close contact with someone diagnosed 

with COVID, they must notify the preschool office and stay home for 14 days. 

 If a staff member or child has been determined to be in close contact with someone who has been 

advised to quarantine or self-isolate as they await a COVID19 test result, they must notify the preschool 

office and stay home until the test results come back negative. If the test results come back positive, 

they must stay home for 14 days. 

 Please read the chart below carefully for what to do if your child exhibits any of the symptoms listed 

above. 

 Parents will be notified of any confirmed cases in our preschool, following HIPPA guidelines. 

Situation(s) Determined by Daily Health 
Screening 

Criteria to Return to GFCC 

Child/Staff has symptoms of COVID-19 and has 
not been tested 
OR 
Child/Staff has symptoms of COVID-19 and has 
been diagnosed with or tested positive for 
COVID 

Child/Staff can return to GFCC when they can answer yes to ALL 
three questions: 
__ Has it been at least 10 days since symptoms first appeared? 
__Has it been at least 24 hours since the person had a fever 
(without using fever reducing medicine)? 
__Has there been symptom improvement, including cough and 
shortness of breath? 
 
Once the criteria above are met, it is not necessary to require a 
negative COVID-19 test in order to return to GFCC 
 

Child/Staff has not had symptoms of COVID-19 
but has been diagnosed with COVID-19 based 
on a positive test 

Child/Staff can return to GFCC facility once 
__10 days have passed since the date of their first positive test 
 
However, if the person develops symptoms of COVID-19 after 
their positive test, they must be able to answer yes to ALL three 
questions listed above before returning to GFCC 

Child/Staff has been excluded because of 
COVID-19 symptoms but then tests negative for 
COVID-19 

Child/Staff can return to GFCC once they can answer yes to 
both questions: 
__Has it been at least 24 hours since the person had a fever 
without the use of fever-reducing medicines? 
__Has the person felt well for at least the past 24 hours? 

Child/Staff has been in close contact with 
someone with symptoms of COVID-19 or 
diagnosed with COVID-19 

Child/Staff can return to GFCC after completing at least 14 days 
of quarantine at home. Quarantine should begin immediately 
after any know exposure and quarantine will end 14 days after 
the date of the last exposure.  
 
The purpose of the quarantine is to determine if a person who 
has been exposed to someone with COVID-19 will get infected. 
They must complete the full 14 days of quarantine even if they 
test negative. However, if the person tests positive or develops 
COVID-19 symptoms, return to GFCC must follow the criteria 
above. 
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Sanitizing and Hygiene Measures 

 Each morning and throughout the day, teachers and office staff will spray disinfectant or wipe down 

handles, light switches, handrails, and any high traffic areas. 

 Hand sanitizer will be provided for all who enter the building. 

 Staff will teach and monitor hand washing routines and procedures throughout the year. 

 Staff will teach students procedures on how to sneeze and cough into their elbow. 

 Staff will teach students the proper use of hand sanitizer and monitor its use. 

 Soft surfaces in the classroom will be kept to a minimum or eliminated entirely. 

 Classroom water fountains will be bagged and marked for non-use.  

 Classrooms and toys will be cleaned and sanitized at the end of each day with an EPA recommended 

sanitizer.   

 

Meet the Teachers 

 Extra time has been allotted on our school calendar to accommodate a safe process of Meet the Teachers. 

 Teachers will provide a virtual tour of their classroom and cover the rules and procedures of the classroom.  

They will also explain the GFCC Parent Handbook and School Policies.  

 Teachers will send parents and students an invitation to come into the classroom, one or two at a time to 

meet them.  Please, only one parent and no siblings so that we can remain in compliance with 

recommendations from the state and federal agencies. 

 

Arrivals and Dismissals 

 GFCC will only use carpools, in an effort to reduce the amount of traffic in the halls. 

 It is recommended that the same parent be responsible for drop-off and pick-up to minimize exposure.  

Family members who are high risk, should not be responsible for drop-off and pick-up. 

 Persons who drop-off and pick-up a child for carpool must wear a mask, as well as any other persons older 

than 2 years old, who might be in the car.   

 Students will have temperatures checked before exiting their car.  The teacher will approach the car for a 

temperature reading.  If it registers higher than 100.4, they will not be allowed to stay. 

 Parents must not give their children a pain reliever to reduce fever a child might have.  This could pose a 

serious risk to others at school. 

 Students will be given hand sanitizer as they enter and exit the building. 

 Play on the playground and school property after hours is not allowed. 

 

Classroom Learning Environment 

 As recommended by Gov. Cooper, our goal is to have each classroom work as a bubble providing safety for 

that classroom.   

 Only the music teacher and office personnel would enter this bubble. 

 Centers and tables will have restrictions as to how many may be there at the same time. 

 Each child will have their own pencil box and supplies used by only them.  The school will provide these. 

 Each child will have a designated work area and this will be disinfected after they leave that space. 

 Bins will be provided for teachers to place toys that have been in a child’s mouth for sanitizing at the end 

of the day.   

 Water and sensory tables will not be used at this time. 
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 Children will bring their own water bottles from home in the 3’s, 4’s, and TK. 

 Children in the Tots and 2’s will use paper cups or sippy cups provided by the school. 

 There will be no off-site or on-site field trips until further notice. 

 Only one class at a time will be on the playground.  Other outside spaces will be available for teachers to 

utilize and provide opportunities for learning. 

 Since the presence of visitors and parents will be restricted during school hours, teachers will make sure 

you have information and pictures of your child during the day.  These will come to you after school hours 

so the teachers can use their classroom time with your children. 

 

First Days of School 

 Every parent wants to walk their child into the classroom on the first day of school.  Our calendar will include 

staggered entry days that will allow us enough time to do this in an organized and safe way. Our calendar 

allows this to happen over a 3 week period.  We must always be flexible and make changes as needed.  But, 

we want to make sure that we provide the safest and easiest transitions for our students to adapt to their 

new environment.  Separation anxiety and adjustments take time. 

 Teachers will send a schedule to their classes about the day and time your child will begin class. 

 As soon as we have all the unknowns ironed out, we will begin school on a regular schedule. 

 

Tuition Payments.   

 If a child is quarantined for 14 days due to COVID, tuition is non-refundable.  

 There may be instances when a child has COVID like symptoms, even if it is not COVID, when the child is 

excluded from the class.  Tuition is not refunded in these instances. 

 If the classroom or school needs to be closed for cleaning purposes, tuition is not refunded for this time. 

 If GFCC does not have enough staff to cover classes, and has to close, tuition is not refunded. 

 If we are forced into a total school closure, as happened last year, unused prepaid tuition will be refunded.  

 

It is also important to realize that as federal and state recommendations change, GFCC will also adjust to remain 

within the guidelines of these recommendations.  While we will do everything possible to keep everyone at school 

safe, we also recognize that no school can completely eradicate the risk of the virus within our community.   

This year will look differently from past years, but we have not changed.  We are still committed to giving your child 

the safest and best education we possibly can, in a loving environment where they are encouraged to express 

themselves and learn.  Thank you for sharing your child with us!  We love each and every one of you and hope for 

your continued safety throughout these unusual times. 

 

Sandy Duncan 

Director 

Greenwood Forest Children’s Center 

 


